
Who are    

the fortunate 

and blessed?  

I wonder if 

my own 

definition of 

òblessedó 

matches the 

criteria Jesus 

had in mind 

when he taught the disciples on the mountain?   

In Matthew 5 -7, just as Jesus embarks on an 

itinerate teaching ministry throughout Galilee 

he takes time to teach his disciples what it 

means to live under the gracious rule of God.  

This now famous teaching is known as,              

òThe Sermon on the Mount.ó 
 

Whenever I read through the Sermon on the 

Mount I find the directives to be inspiring and 

yet also, at times, seemingly inaccessible.           

I once read someone describe the Sermon     

on the Mount, asserting, òIts ideals are noble 

but impractical, attractive to imagine but 

impossible to fulfill.ó  If that is the case grace 

has been lost and we are just spinning            

our wheels.  
 

Itõs true, there are tough parts of the sermon, 

directives that seem to creep in and take aim 

at our personal lives. Jesus instructs the disciples 

regarding their religious devotion, attitude to 

money, lifestyle, ethical standards they all 

seem opposite to our generation.  No part of 

our personal lives remains untouched by Jesusõ 

sermon on righteous living.  
 

Yet, while seemingly intrusive, Jesusõ words are 

life-giving. Living under the gracious rule of 

God brings about genuine transformation.  

Through the sermon we learn that Jesus came 

to turn things upside down, bring a new 

balance to life, redeem and restore.  I believe 

the sermon holds valuable lessons for us all as 

a community of faith.  
 

On Sunday, September 5 th we will begin a 

sermon series called, òSermon On the Mount, 

Living Under the Gracious Rule Of God.ó       

We will discover together how in Matthew 5 -7 

the sermon was and is meant to shape us to 

live lives of strength, faith and authenticity.  
 

As Martin Luther once stated,  òThe Word 

possesses such power wherever seriously 

considered, heeded, and put into practice, 

that it never remains barren of fruit.  It always 

awakens new thoughts new pleasures and 

devotions, and cleanses the heart and its 

meditationsó I trust this will be our experience 

together on Sundayõs this Fall.                                

Pastor John McKeague  
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Childrenõs Ministries ñ Leanna Rozean & Jennifer Pearson  

THANK YOU ALL for your support, participation 

and prayer during our summer ministries! 

Between VBS, Club H20 and Forest Home over 

326 children participated from our church and 

community.  Jr. & Sr. High students volunteered 

many hours during these weeks and were 

awesome leaders and tangible expressions of 

serving Christ by serving others.  
 

CM Outreach:   23% of the children that joined 

our ministries this summer did so for the first time. 

We will continue to invite these families to be a 

part of TPC on Wed nights and Sun mornings. 

What a great opportunity for our church to 

continue spreading the Good News of Christõs 

love to our community.  
 

September12 th kicks off CRoSSRoads   

Sunday School !   

We will have 5 

Sunday School 

classes each 

Sunday:  

3 & 4 year olds  

5 years -K 

1st & 2nd  grade  

3rd & 4th grade  

5th & 6th grade  

Join us as we apply Godõ truths through our new 

curriculum, òWe Believeó. The theme over the 

next 13 weeks will be discovering more about 

òGodõs Messengersó through Bible stories, 

games, crafts and more! When you return your 

CM registration form on Sunday, September 12 

your child will receive a prize! Completed forms 

help us plan for class supplies, volunteer support, 

allergy information, etcé 
 

Thank you Jill Nagasugi for doing a great job this 

summer as the Childrenõs Ministries Asstistant! Jill 

prepared Summer Sunday School curriculum 

each Sunday as well as supplied classrooms and 

teachers with materials. Jill researched Fall 

curriculum and we are excited about using our 

new curriculum, òWe Believeó, that was written 

by the Presbyterian (PCUSA) church. While I 

was on vacation Jill helped set up classrooms 

plus prepare the first 13 weeks of Sunday 

School curriculum. Thank you Jill for your 

faithfulness and hard work! You have been a 

blessing to the children and families of TPC.  
 

Benjamin Nyirenda:  CRoSSRoads Sunday 

School has committed $35 per month to 

sponsor Benjamin through World Vision.   

Please have your children bring an offering 

each Sunday to help provide Benjamin shoes, 

clothing, school, food and much more. What  

a great way for our children to learn about 

stewardship and sharing what they have with 

others.  
 

October 6 th kicks off Pathfinders & 

Trailblazers from 5:30 -7:00 pm for our 1 st-6th 

grade children : This is a high energy, fun filled 

night of Bible lessons, music, games, mission 

opportunities, drama and more to help 

children learn more about Godõs love through 

the Old Testament. Cost is $4 per child each 

Wed or $10 per month and includes dinner (we 

do not meet the last Wed of the month).  
 

October 10 th                                                             

Christmas Pageant rehearsals 

begin from 4:00 -5:30 for children 

3 years -6th grade  (younger 

children will not have to be at all 

the practices ƽ). Our Christmas Pageant will 

be on Sunday, December 12 th at 6:30 pm . 

Thank you Stacy Holmes for directing and 

writing our pageant again this year!            

Rehearsal schedule and more info will be sent 

home soon.  
 

It is exciting to see God at work in the lives of 

our church family and in the growing faith of 

our children.  Please donõt hesitate to contact 

us if you have any questions leanna@ 

trabucopres.com at or 422 -1059. 
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Greetings!! As summer begins 

to wind down and as the first 

day of school is right around 

the corner, I have begun to 

see the look of dread in the 

eyes of students. The lazy days 

of summer are coming to a 

close and the business of 

studying and school activities 

is about to get underway. 

Over the summer I had the 

opportunity to sit down with 

some of our students and get their input as to the 

direction they would like to see the youth ministry 

of TPC head in for the upcoming school year. 

Some of the things they shared with me are that 

they would like to see an increase in small group 

time, more worship during our gatherings, more 

service opportunities, and an exploration into some 

deeper theological questions. As I sat and listened 

to our students talk and share with me about their 

desires for the direction of the youth ministry, I felt a 

real sense of excitement! Not only from within 

myself, but from them! It was exciting to hear that 

our students have a real desire to go deeper in 

their faith, experience the Living God more, and 

put their faith into action! I see God moving 

powerfully in the lives of our students!  

As we prepare for the coming school year,   

I look forward to the many ministry 

opportunities myself and our leaders will 

have with our students, but also for the 

many ministry opportunities which will be 

provided for our students. Stay tuned for 

many of the great social events and ministry 

opportunities that are planned for the fall/

winter. With the start of the school year just 

on the horizon, please join me in praying for 

all of our junior high and high school 

students as they make the difficult schedule 

adjustment from having an abundance of 

free time in summer to having very little free 

time with the stresses of school beginning. 

God bless!  
 

Important Dates:  

AGAPE: 

September 12: Agape will begin meeting!  

NEW TIME: 7:00-9:00 pm meet in the MPR.  
 

VISION:                                                            

September 15: Vision will begin meeting!  

7:15-8:45 pm meet in the Youth Room.  

Youth Ministries ñ Casey Sabol  
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Our first rehearsal will be at 7:00  pm 

on Wednesday, September 15th .      

We are in need of Sopranos, Altos, 

Tenors and Basses. No audition 

required.    

                                            

We will begin rehearsing for our 

Christmas season  during the month of 

October  and we need your voice.  
 

Cindy Hutcheson  

Choral Director  

Adult Choir ñ All Welcome to Join the Choir!!  

Please help us kick off the Fall by 

singing in our Adult Choir.                     

 

We will be singing on September 12th 

during the service and you are 

welcome to join us.  



Fellowship Elder ñ Susie Phillips 
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FELLOWSHIP ACTIVITIES at 

TPC!! More Information 

Coming Soon...  

Have you been looking for an opportunity to get  

to know members of the church? The Fellowship 

Committee would like to extend a warm 

òWelcomeó and an invitation to help the 

committee plan upcoming fellowship events.     

We have a lot of fun and the time commitment is 

minimal. Join us as we plan the following events:  

 

We had a wonderful Summer            

Kick -Off Picnic and Pie -Baking 

Contest, so please join us! Look                   

for announcements of upcoming 

meetings and events! If you have 

any questions or would like to     

discuss the details, please contact 

Susie Phillips, Fellowship Elder at 

phillipsnp@cox.net  or 949-637-2695 

End of Summer 
Beach Picnic and 

Bonfire  
(YeséSômores included!) 

Chili Cook - Off  

& Ice Cream  

Social  
(Get your recipes ready!)  

òARTSó (short for òAdults Redfining Them Selves ) is much more than a social group. Over 6 years 

ago we formed ARTS as a part of TPC Fellowship to develop deeper friendships and discover ways to 

support each other as we began to experience the next stages of life. So ARTS is composed of singles 

and couples who are in the later years of career, or are looking towards retirement or are already retired, 

or who are no longer dominantly òchild centeredó ( i.e. children are now 18+ years old), or who have 

more discretionary time, or who are seeking new careers and/or exploring volunteering, or are becoming 

grandparents, or are coping with physical changes and challenges, or are coping with aging parentsé 

and/or all of the above and more!  

As we experience these challenges, we are discovering our common experiences and interests and 

ways to support each other. As God calls us to live in community, we are seeking to grow in our faith and 

friendship.   

òNEWó empty nesters/retirees/singles/etcñJoin the ARTS group!! Call Ann Schulze at 770 -3120 or email 

ann.schulze@sbcglobal.net and find out more. We would love to get to know you! Please consider 

becoming an active and committed òmemberó of ARTS. You will receive our ARTS-wide emails.  

ARTSñAdults Redefining Them Selves  

Saddleback 
Hike  

(for the  

adventurous 
type!)  

mailto:phillipsnp@cox.net


Dear Congregants:  

I hope you and your family had a wonderful 

Summer. Donõt know about you but I particularly 

enjoyed the rather cool temperatures we 

experienced. Just hope we donõt get pounded  

with cold weather over the Winter ð Yikes! 

As we kick off the Fall season, I would like to 

remind everyone to revisit the following:  

Online Giving : Of course we 

appreciate everyoneõs tithing 

efforts - no matter how you chose 

to contribute financially. However I 

do want to point out the success of 

our online giving program and how 

it continues to benefit TPC. Since 

TPC incorporated online giving in May of 2009, the 

feedback from members that use the program has 

been tremendous. This summer we have some 

relief from the traditional financial strain we 

typically experience when most of our 

congregation is vacationing; and the program 

continues to help with financial planning 

throughout the year. We currently have 16 donors 

and are half way to our desired minimum monthly 

scheduled online tithing amount of $20,000 per 

month. If you are comfortable with how you are 

currently contributing to TPC, please continue to 

do so. Again, itõs much appreciated. However, if 

you would like to set up an automatic plan, know 

that Online Giving is available. Simply visit 

www.trabucopres.com  and sign up. The link is the 

4th down on the left side bar. Make sure to use your 

rewards card so you can get travel or gift miles 

and please add a few extra dollars to offset the 

service fees. Thank you for your participation and 

the success.     

Good Search.com : Thanks to all 

that are participating. If you are 

not, please go to www.GoodSearch.com  You will 

be asked what organization you wish to support. 

Type in òTrabucoó and Trabuco Presbytery Church 

will show as an option. Select and download the 

toolbar. Thatõs it! Now start running ALL of your 

searches through GoodSearch.com. Every time 

you search, TPC will get a penny. Grant it, on the 

surface it does not seem like a lot of money. But 

Finance Elder ñ Pete Mitchell  

 Page 5 

letõs take a look at how quickly this adds up. 

Including our youth, we have approximately 300+ 

internet users in our church. At just 50 searches 

each per week per user, thatõs $150.00 a week. 

Now, multiply that over 52 weeks and it balloons 

to $7,800.00 for the year! I would venture to say 

that some of us are almost doubling 50 searches. 

If you are not doing at least 50 searches a 

weekééGet on the internet! We also get 

rewards for shopping online through Good Search 

so please, take a look and make sure you are 

taking advantage of this Freeeeeee  source of 

income.  

eScript & Ralphs 

Rewards Programs :                             

Iõve been informed by both programs that we 

need to renew our individual memberships 

annually so please take a look and make sure you 

are current. Letõs try to get everyone updated this 

month so we can be prepared for the upcoming 

Holiday Season. Last year we received 

approximately $2,000 in rebates. Letõs see if we 

can increase that number. Again, all you have to 

do is register, shop, and TPC gets the rebate!  

Manse:  Please continue to promote 

the Manse as it is active and for sale. 

August is a traditional slow month with 

activity usually picking back up after 

the Labor Day Holiday. If you know 

anyone that may be interested, 

please direct them to me or forward the 

designated website: 

www.20832ShadowRock.com  

As always, thank you for your continued support. 

Please contact me with questions or comments: 

Loans@PeteMitchell.com  

Wishing Godõs Blessings To You, 

Pete Mitchell  

Finance Elder  

http://www.TrabucoPres.com
http://www.GoodSearch.com
http://www.20832ShadowRock.com
mailto:Loans@PeteMitchell.com


Missions Elder ñ Jill Nagasugi  

Collection of items for Village of 

Hope during VBS/July 11 -18:   
 

Thanks to everyone 

who participated in 

our annual VBS 

collection of items 

for the Village of 

Hope.  They picked 

up a truckload of 

donations on      

July 19 and send 

their sincere thanks 

to TPC!  

 

òTaking it on the Roadó VBS at the 

Village of Hope/week of July 18:    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the second year, TPC brought our own 

VBS to The Village of Hope in Tustin.               

24 volunteers (including 17 of our wonderful 

teens) had a great giving and receiving 

experience.  

 

Book Drive and Wish List for Santa 

Ana Presbyterian Church/August:   

This ministry will support our sister 

church as they reach out to    

low -income elementary school 

children in their 

area at Wilson 

Elementary 

School.  Thanks 

for all of the 

school supplies 

and books!  
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Encouragement to Soldiers on                    

May 30 & June 6 ñ Thank you TPC!   
 

Twenty three ( 23) very full boxes have now been 

shipped to soldiers in Afghanistan! We have sent 

multiple packages to several soldiers and have 

received touching letters of appreciation. 

Please remember these soldiers in your prayers.  

This will be an ongoing ministry so feel free to 

leave your snack and hygiene donations in the 

box in the narthex.  

 

Habitat for Humanity:  

Thanks to all those who 

attended the June 12 build day.   

Next build date is October 

9 for the new  Fullerton Habitat 

For Humanity Site.   We can 

take 10 volunteers.   Start time will  be between 

7:30 & 8:00 am and go until 3:00 pm.   ALL LEVELS 

OF VOLUNTEERS WELCOME.  You do not have to 

be in construction or even handy for that 

matter.   See Carol DePue after church to sign 

up.   Or e -mail her at Cdepue6179@aol.com  

 

THANKS TO EVERYONE FOR 

YOUR GENEROSITY.  

 

TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A 

DIFFERENCE!! 

2010 Summer  

Mission Opportunites 

at TPC 

Village of Hope pick up.  

mailto:Cdepue6179@aol.com

